The Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering Presents

A DISTINGUISHED SEMINAR
PROFESSOR GREGORY J. POTTIE

THE INTERNET OF THINGS:
PREDICTIONS AND REALITY
ABSTRACT
The Internet of Things (IoT) has many definitions, but under any of them is widely predicted to
transform our world through the infusion of networked sensing and processing into a vast array of
physical objects, for applications ranging from home life to health care to intelligent manufacturing.
The market is projected to be exponentially exploding, becoming perhaps the largest application of
integrated circuits. This is exciting, but yet exactly the same predictions were made for wireless
sensor networks around the year 2000, even including many of the same applications. What
happened instead was the smart phone revolution. In this talk we explore why the predictions from
Y2K were wrong (including mine), what has changed in the interim, what challenging problems
remain, and therefore which predictions are more likely to come true in the short term than others.
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